WHAT IS GENDER IDENTITY & GENDER DYSPHORIA?
 Gender identity: How you experience yourself (or think of yourself) as male or female, including how masculine or feminine you feels.
 Gender dysphoria:
The experience of distress related to having a psychological and emotional gender identity that does not match one's biological/birth sex.
KEY TERMS Transgender:
An umbrella term for the many ways in which people might experience and/or present, express (or live out) their gender identities differently from people whose sense of gender identity is congruent with their biological/ birth sex.
KEY TERMS
Transsexual: A person who believes he or she was born in the "wrong" body (of the other sex) and wishes to transition (or has transitioned) through hormonal treatment and sex reassignment surgery. A rare phenomenon. 
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CONTRASTING LENSES
Integrity Disability Diversity
Identifies gender dysphoria as confusing the sacredness of maleness and femaleness and specific resolutions of gender dysphoria as violations of that integrity.
INTEGRITY LENS
From the integrity framework: same-sex sexual behavior is sin in part because it does not "merge or join two persons into an integrated sexual whole..."; the "essential maleness" and "essential femaleness" is not brought together as intended from creation. When extended to the discussion of transsexuality and cross-gender identification, the theological concerns rest in the "denial of the integrity of one's own sex and an overt attempt at marring the sacred image of maleness or femaleness formed by God."
from Mark A. Yarhouse, Understanding Gender Dysphoria
CONTRASTING LENSES
Integrity Disability Diversity
.
Identifies gender incongruence as a variation that occurs in nature (or, for a Christian, a reflection of a fallen world) in which the concerns are more likened to a disability, a nonmoral reality to be addressed with compassion.
CONTRASTING LENSES
Integrity Disability Diversity
Strong form: Deconstruction of sex/gender as oppressive; Weak form: Highlights sexual identity and gender identity issues as reflecting an identity and culture to be celebrated as an expression of diversity.
If the immutable character of sex is contested, perhaps this construct called "sex" is as culturally constructed as gender; indeed, perhaps it was always already gender, with the consequence that the distinction between sex and gender turns out to be no distinction at all. 
INTEGRATED LENS
Integrity of sex differences
Integrated
Compassionate management of gender dysphoria Lens Meaning-making, identity and community
Give us pause when we consider the most invasive procedures; seek wisdom and maturity in light of a Christian view of sex and gender.
INTEGRATED LENS
Integrated Compassionate management of gender dysphoria Lens
Meaning-making, identity and community
Empathy, compassion;
Consider the least invasive ways to manage dysphoria.
INTEGRATED LENS
Integrity of sex differences Redemptive Meaning QUOTE … suffering in Christianity is not only not meaningless, it is ultimately one of the most powerful media for the transmission of meaning. We can stand in adoration between the cross, and kneel and kiss the wood that bore the body of our Saviour, because this is the means by which the ugly meaningless atheistic suffering of the world (the problem of evil) was transmuted into the living water, the blood of Christ, the wellspring of Creation. The great paradox here is that the Tree of Death and Suffering is the Tree of Life. This central paradox in Christianity allows us to love our own brokenness precisely because it is through that brokenness that we image the broken body of our God --and the highest expression of divine love….
QUOTE (CONT'D)
…That God in some sense wills it to be so seems evident in Gethsemane: Christ prays "Not my will, but thine be done," and when God's will is done it involves the scourge and the nails. It's also always struck me as particularly fitting and beautiful that when Christ is resurrected His body is not returned to a state of perfection, as the body of Adam in Eden, but rather it still bears the marks of His suffering and death-and indeed that it is precisely through these marks that He is known by Thomas. 
